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Exodus 15:22-27 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. 

For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water. 23 When they came to Marah, they 

could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) 24 So the 

people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?” 25 Then Moses cried out to 

Yahweh, and Yahweh showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water 

became sweet. There Yahweh made a decree and a law for them, and there he tested them. 26 He 

said, “If you listen carefully to the voice of Yahweh your God and do what is right in his eyes, if 

you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the 

diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am Yahweh, who heals you.” 27 Then they came to Elim, 

where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water. 

Exodus 16:1-26 The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, 

which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out 

of Egypt. 2 In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites 

said to them, “If only we had died by Yahweh‟s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat 

and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire 

assembly to death.” 4 Then Yahweh said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. 

The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and 

see whether they will follow my instructions. 5 On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring 

in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to 

all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it was Yahweh who brought you out of Egypt, 

7 And in the morning you will see the glory of Yahweh, because he has heard your grumbling 

against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?” 8 Moses also said, “You will know 

that it was Yahweh when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the 

morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling 

against us, but against Yahweh.” 9 Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, 

„Come before Yahweh, for he has heard your grumbling.‟” 10 While Aaron was speaking to the 

whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of Yahweh 

appearing in the cloud. 11 Yahweh said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. 

Tell them, „At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then 

you will know that I am Yahweh your God.‟” 13 That evening quail came and covered the camp, 

and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the dew was gone, thin 

flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said 

to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread 

Yahweh has given you to eat. 16 This is what Yahweh has commanded: „Each one is to gather as 

much as he needs. Take an omer for each person you have in your tent.‟” 17 The Israelites did as 

they were told; some gathered much, some little. 18 And when they measured it by the omer, he 

who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little. Each 

one gathered as much as he needed. 19 Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep any of it until 

morning.” 20 However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, 

but it was full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them. 21 Each morning 

everyone gathered as much as he needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted away. 22 On the 

sixth day, they gathered twice as much—two omers for each person—and the leaders of the 
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community came and reported this to Moses. 23 He said to them, “This is what Yahweh 

commanded: „Tomorrow is to be a day of rest, a holy Sabbath to Yahweh. So bake what you want 

to bake and boil what you want to boil. Save whatever is left and keep it until morning.‟” 24 So 

they saved it until morning, as Moses commanded, and it did not stink or get maggots in it. 25 “Eat 

it today,” Moses said, “because today is a Sabbath to Yahweh. You will not find any of it on the 

ground today. 26 Six days you are to gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will not 

be any.” 

Exodus 16:35-36 The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a land that was settled; 

they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan. 36 (An omer is one tenth of an ephah.) 

Exodus 17:1-7 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place 

to place as Yahweh commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people 

to drink. 2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses replied, “Why 

do you quarrel with me? Why do you put Yahweh to the test?” 3 But the people were thirsty for 

water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt 

to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” 4 Then Moses cried out to Yahweh, “What 

am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 Yahweh answered Moses, 

“Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the 

staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. 

Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight 

of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites 

quarreled and because they tested Yahweh saying, “Is Yahweh among us or not?” 

Numbers 13:27-33 They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, 

and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are 

powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 

The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and 

the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.” 30 Then Caleb silenced the people before 

Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” 31 

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can‟t attack those people; they are stronger than 

we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. 

They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of 

great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We 

seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.” 

Numbers 14:11 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 

All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only 

we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 3 Why is Yahweh bringing us to this land only to let us fall 

by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn‟t it be better for us to go 

back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” 

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 6 

Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, 

tore their clothes 7 And said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and 

explored is exceedingly good. 8 If Yahweh is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against Yahweh. And do 

not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, 

but Yahweh is with us. Do not be afraid of them.” 10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning 

them. Then the glory of Yahweh appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites. 11 Yahweh 



said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to 

believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them? 

Numbers 14:26-38 Yahweh said to Moses and Aaron: 27 “How long will this wicked community 

grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. 28 So tell them, „As 

surely as I live, declares Yahweh, I will do to you the very things I heard you say: 29 In this desert 

your bodies will fall—every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census 

and who has grumbled against me. 30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand 

to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 31 As for your children 

that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 32 

But you—your bodies will fall in this desert. 33 Your children will be shepherds here for forty 

years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the desert. 34 For forty 

years—one year for each of the forty days you explored the land—you will suffer for your sins and 

know what it is like to have me against you.‟ 35 I, Yahweh, have spoken, and I will surely do these 

things to this whole wicked community, which has banded together against me. They will meet 

their end in this desert; here they will die.” 36 So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, who 

returned and made the whole community grumble against him by spreading a bad report about it-- 

37 These men responsible for spreading the bad report about the land were struck down and died of 

a plague before Yahweh. 38 Of the men who went to explore the land, only Joshua son of Nun and 

Caleb son of Jephunneh survived. 

Numbers 16:41-50 The next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and 

Aaron. “You have killed Yahweh‟s people,” they said. 42 But when the assembly gathered in 

opposition to Moses and Aaron and turned toward the Tent of Meeting, suddenly the cloud covered 

it and the glory of Yahweh appeared. 43 Then Moses and Aaron went to the front of the Tent of 

Meeting, 44 And Yahweh said to Moses, 45 “Get away from this assembly so I can put an end to 

them at once.” And they fell facedown. 46 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer and put 

incense in it, along with fire from the altar, and hurry to the assembly to make atonement for them. 

Wrath has come out from Yahweh; the plague has started.” 47 So Aaron did as Moses said, and ran 

into the midst of the assembly. The plague had already started among the people, but Aaron offered 

the incense and made atonement for them. 48 He stood between the living and the dead, and the 

plague stopped. 49 But 14,700 people died from the plague, in addition to those who had died 

because of Korah. 50 Then Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, for the 

plague had stopped. 

Deuteronomy 1:26-33 But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled against the command of 

Yahweh your God. 27 You grumbled in your tents and said, “Yahweh hates us; so he brought us 

out of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us. 28 Where can we go? Our 

brothers have made us lose heart. They say, „The people are stronger and taller than we are; the 

cities are large, with walls up to the sky. We even saw the Anakites there.‟” 29 Then I said to you, 

“Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. 30 Yahweh your God, who is going before you, will 

fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, 31 And in the desert. There you 

saw how Yahweh your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you 

reached this place.” 32 In spite of this, you did not trust in Yahweh your God, 33 Who went ahead 

of you on your journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places for you to camp 

and to show you the way you should go. 

Numbers 21:4-9 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around 

Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 They spoke against God and against Moses, 



and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There 

is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 6 Then Yahweh sent venomous snakes among 

them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We 

sinned when we spoke against Yahweh and against you. Pray that Yahweh will take the snakes 

away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 Yahweh said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it 

up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and 

put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he 

lived. 

Matthew 6:16-18 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their 

faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 17 

But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 So that it will not be obvious to 

men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is 

done in secret, will reward you. 

Deuteronomy 8:1-5 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may 

live and increase and may enter and possess the land that Yahweh promised on oath to your 

forefathers. 2 Remember how Yahweh your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, 

to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would 

keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, 

which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of Yahweh. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your 

feet did not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his 

son, so Yahweh your God disciplines you. 

Matthew 4:2-3 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to 

him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It 

is written: „Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.‟” 


